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Dreams of a Jacobite: A Study of Jane Barker's Exilius

oL 4 S —
Ryoji Kawasaki

Jane Barker (1652-1732) is a female writer of the late 17th and early 18th centuries ignored
for nearly two centuries until the feminist movement in the late 20th century threw light on
her.

Though a considerable number of studies have been made over the past few years on her
contemporary female writers, Aphra Behn and Delariviere Manley, we still have only a few
articles on Jane Barker. Yet she is very important in the history of the English Novel,
because she is thought to be the first English novelist.

In 1713, six years before Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe which have been considered the
first English novel, she wrote a small work, Love Intrigues; or The History of the Amours of
Bosvil and Galesia. In another article of mine, which is already finished and will be published
in Eikoku Shousetsu Kenkyu in May 2006, I show that it is the first English novel based on
her real experiences.

But in this article we are concerned with her first romance, Exilius; or, the Banish'd Roman
published in 1714, and examine how her autobiographical matters are handled there. Romance
is usually thought to be unrealistic, but we want to show that this romance is realistic, and a
means to enable her to express her beliefs and experiences.

It was thought some parts of Exilius were completed as Scipina in 1687. But it was not
published because it was thought to be dangerous at that time. England was moving toward
the Revolution of 1688, and people forsook King James II and asked William in Holland to take
the throne. Barker was a Jacobite and against it. Scipina was a romance, but it was written
against the current of the times.

Barker, born of an Anglican father and a Catholic mother in 1652, was converted to

Catholicism before the Revolution. She was one of the forty thousand people who followed
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James II when he fled to Paris at the time of the English Revolution. She stayed there for
fifteen years, and returned to England in 1704. But in 1727, she went to Paris again and died
there in 1732. Her experiences in Paris as an exiled Jacobite made her revise Scipina into
Exilius, a voluminous work of heroic love which includes nearly twenty characters, and
marriages of six pairs of lovers. The stories are so complicated that a lady editor of the
romance says that there is no plot.

If she means it is chaotic, she is wrong. As we show in this article, it is closely planned and
the episodes are closely related to each other. The author knitted many love stories together
with small incidents. When we know that marriage in Jacobite literature is a symbol of
legitimate royal inheritance, that is, King James's inheritance, we come to the conclusion that
Exilius is a work that is based on her experiences after the Revolution, and expresses her

dreams as a Jacobite of restoring the reign of the legitimate king.
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