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The Fundamental Problem of Art Education

— A Preliminary of Training Course in the Teaching Profession —

Vel 1 Jiid L
Tadashi Migiyama

Art is the purest conversation between “I and You " or “Ich und Du".

The reason that it is the purest interaction is that it is free of the aspect of “I and It” or “Ich und
Es”. In other words, art does not have a practical aspect. When art has the intention of exerting a
practical influence on other people, it loses the property of being pure, and becomes craft,
propaganda, lesson, entertainment or decoration.

A problem remains, however, concerning where to set the boundary between human
expression in industrial production and that in artistic creation. This paper focuses on the
differences between these two types of human expression.

Art education should help students to accept other people's self expression and to
communicate about this to other people. Through art education, students can learn to discover
what is valuable in life and come to know the meaning of freedom, as well as understand the
basis of real ethical action. Art education can become students' starting point in using their lives
for contributing to the real growth and freedom of other people.

What should teachers do to actually be effective at realizing this conception of art education? I
think that a teacher should play a role as an intermediary between the original artist and one's
students ; i. e., should become a second artist.

Teachers must re-express or complement the expressions of fine art, music, and poetry so that
students can appreciate them. They must also be able to express their own creativity to their
students. Of course, technical guidance is also needed. The history and cultural context of art
should also be taught. However, the essential spirit of art education is the communication
between the teacher and the student. It seems to me that mere technical guidance or the

transmission of rote knowledge is meaningless.
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